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“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” –Jeremiah 29:11

If reality TV and TikTok videos have taught us 
an\thing, it·s the capabilit\ of humans to endure 
all sorts of short-term hardships for as long as the 
camera is rolling. People can live ZeeNs Zithout 
food, da\s Zithout Zater, and even several minutes 
Zithout air ² and the\ do it Zith alarming freTuenc\ 
Zhen someone is filming. 
Sadl\, Must a feZ hours· flight from our headTuarters 
in Florida, being Zithout is no short-term camera 
stunt. For millions of people on the island of 
Hispaniola ² home to Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic ² it·s dail\ life. Seeing \our child cr\ing 
from hunger or Zondering if the drinNing Zater Zill 
sicNen \our famil\ are dail\ events. Things have 
been that Za\ as long as an\one can remember.
Earlier this summer, a group of Agape staff and 
volunteers served alongside one of our affiliate 
missionaries in the Dominican Republic, ProMect 
Maxana International. The\ saZ the generational 
povert\ that gripped entire communities. 
Parado[icall\, though, children ever\Zhere laughed 
and smiled and pla\ed. The\ have as much 
potential as the Nids on \our street or in \our famil\ 

² but Zill the\ have a chance to maNe a better life 
for themselves and their children someda\" 
On a human scale, no person or organi]ation can 
change all of Haiti or all the Dominican Republic. 
Though nothing is impossible Zith God, it·s unliNel\ 
one of an\ one thing can alter the future of so man\ 
people living in such need. %ut Zhat about lots of 
an\things ² and Zhat if those an\things are pra\ing, 
giving, and serving people, called b\ God and 
poZered b\ the Hol\ Spirit" 
:hen the prophet proclaimed the Zords of 
-eremiah 29�11, the\ Zeren·t e[actl\ the TuicN fi[ Ze 
often portra\ them toda\. -eremiah told the -eZish 
people the\·d be in %ab\lon for at least 70 \ears 
before the prosperit\, hope, and future tooN shape. 
Understandabl\, not ever\one embraced the notion 
of Zaiting seven decades.
In toda\·s Haiti and D.R., TuicN fi[es are Must as 
hard to find. In some places, things are as bad as 
the\·ve ever been. %ut a hot meal, safe Zater, and a 
solid education are e[cellent steps toZard a hopeful 
future, even if prosperit\ seems decades aZa\.



Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries2

FROM THE CEO
AN ENDURING COMMITMENT

A publication of Agape Flights
100 Airport Ave E. | Venice, FL 34285
Phone: 941-488-0990 | Fax: 941-485-3020
Website: www.agapeflights.com
Email: info@agapeflights.com
Send comments, questions, and article 
ideas to Agape’s Communications 
Manager: communications@agapeflights.com

Allen T. Speer
CEO

Board of Directors
Adrienne McCutcheon, chair
Critical Care Registered Nurse
Osprey, Fla.  

David Yohn, vice chair
Owner, iBusinessSolutions
Myakka City, Fla.

Rebecca “Becky” McQuillen, secretary
Teacher/Coach/Independent Sales Rep for 
Aflac, retired
Bradenton, Fla.

Bradley Hume, treasurer
Dentist/Partner, Palmetto Dental Center
Palmetto, Fla.

Craig Faulkner
Teacher/Coach, Sarasota County Schools
Venice, Fla.

Kyle Henson
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Res R.E.
Bradenton, Fla.

Ed Loomis
FAA Operations Inspector, retired
Lt. Col. USAF/AF Reserve, retired
Nokomis, Fla. and
Minnetonka, Minn.

Jim Whitney
Senior VP of Innovation, 
Sceptre Hospitality Resources
Nokomis, Fla.



www.agape�ights.com 3

DINNER IS SERVED IN THE 
NEW KID FEED COOK HOUSE

Mission Partners NicN and Hertha 
Troutt are passionate about their 
groZing prison ministr\ and other 
maMor proMects, but there·s nothing 
closer to their hearts than improving 
the Tualit\ of life in the impoverished 
village of Sou :zch, Haiti. That·s 
Zh\ the\ Zere thrilled to oversee 
the first meal served at the neZ .id 
Feed CooN House, their labor of 
love built through the Haiti Mason 
ProMect. Hundreds of children and 
their families Zill benefit from the 
neZ facilit\ ² and Agape Flights Zas 
honored to help deliver much of the 
eTuipment needed to operate the 
neZ Nitchen. The inaugural menu 
included rice, beans, and marinated 
chicNen that NicN described as ´fall-
off-the-bone-tender.µ The Troutts 
have been feeding children in their 
old facilit\ since 2020. 

THE ‘CASE’ OF THE 
COLORFUL CONTRIBUTION

ThanNs to the secret seamstress 
Zho donated 4� pilloZcase dresses 
recentl\. :e Zere delighted to 
deliver them for our friends Michel 
and Louise Charbonneau at Haiti 
Ministries in Port-au-Prince. As \ou 
can see here, the colorful dresses 
brought instant smiles to the girls 
Zho Zore them ² and probabl\ to 
an\one Zho has seen them since�

FROM THE MISSION FIELD
INNOVATIVE CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES AT LA CASA 
GRANDE

ON THE ROAD AGAIN, 
SAVING LIVES
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PROJECT MAÑANA’S BRIAN BERMAN: 
CHANGING THE WORLD ONE TOMORROW AT A TIME

%rian %erman needed a miracle. 
Profoundl\ moved b\ his mother·s 
death and inspired b\ her life of 
serving children, he left a thriv-
ing southern California career for 
missionar\ life in the Dominican 
Republic. 
Miles from home in a Latin Amer-
ican countr\, he didn·t speaN 
Spanish. There Zas so much to do 
² hungr\ children to feed, schools 
to build, the gospel to be shared ² 
but speaNing through translators 
sloZed ever\thing. Even more 
troubling, it prevented the heart 
connection %erman so earnestl\ 
sought Zith the Dominican people. 
One night, si[ ZeeNs into life in 
the D.R., %rian %erman dropped 
to his Nnees and begged God to 
help. HoZ could he minister to the 
Dominican people Zhen he couldn·t 
even speaN their language"
´M\ tears became sobs,µ he Zould 
later Zrite. ´I ugl\ cried as I poured 
m\ heart out to God.µ 
That night, through pra\ers and 
tears, %rian %erman asNed God for 
a sign that he Zas trul\ called to 
serve the Dominican people. 
The ne[t da\, %rian %erman aZoNe 
speaNing Spanish ² fluentl\. He·d 
asNed for a sign ² and he received 
a miracle.

Fifteen \ears later, %rian %erman 
and his Dominican Zife, NebrasNa 
�Zhom he married in 2009� oversee 
ProMect Maxana International �PMI�, 
a groZing ministr\ impacting thou-
sands of Dominicans in lifechang-
ing Za\s. ´Education is the onl\ 
Za\ to breaN the c\cle of gener-
ational povert\,µ %erman recentl\ 
told a group of visitors to the first 
PMI school. ´%ut Zhen Ze got here, 
Ze found starving Nids and families 
Zith no resources to bu\ food.µ
Toda\, ��0 children have a hot 
meal five da\s a ZeeN through 
PMI·s Nutrition ProMect. And PMI·s 
Education ProMect provides a pri-
vate education through its school 
² rated �1 in the region for several 
\ears.
In a nation Zith the highest teen 
pregnanc\ rate in Latin America, 
PMI·s Princess ProMect helps girls 
learn personal development and 
self-esteem through mentorship 
classes.  A highlight of the proMect 
is a Tuinceaxera celebration �1�th 
birthda\� Zhere ProMect Maxana 
provides a beautiful dress and 
accessories, hair and maNeup, and 
a famil\ part\. 
PMI·s Clean :ater ProMect provides 
families Zith access to safe drinN-
ing Zater through in-home filtration 
s\stems, Zith a gospel message at 
the time of deliver\. PMI·s Prison 
ProMect �NnoZn as the Institute for 
Authentic Manhood�:omanhood� 
is the onl\ evangelical ministr\ cer-
tified to operate in the nation·s pen-
itentiaries. Ten thousand inmates 
have graduated from the program 
in the past 12 \ears. 
At the heart of ever\thing is PMI·s 
Timoth\ ProMect, sharing the gos-
pel and discipling neZ believers 
touched b\ ever\ PMI outreach.

%rian %erman NnoZs he can·t 
change the Zorld, but through 
PMI·s si[ proMects, he hopes to 
change as man\ lives as possible. 
Toda\ he·s pra\ing for the mone\ 
to complete some Ne\ building 
proMects, including a church, neZ 
classrooms, and a home for the 
local pastor. He·s also pra\ing for 
churches, individuals, and organi-
]ations to come and ZorN along-
side his team in the D.R. 
´Our tagline ² ¶:orNing Together 
for an Eternal TomorroZ· ² is Zhat 
Ze Zant ProMect Maxana to be,µ 
%erman sa\s, ´a place Zhere peo-
ple of all ages, all stages of life, all 
stages of faith, all gifts and talents, 
can ZorN together.µ
To find out more about Project Mañana 
or to contact Brian Berman, please visit 
ProjectManana.com
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AGAPE FLIGHTS MISSION TRIP 2023
For one ZeeN in -une, a team of ten Agape Flights staff and volunteers served in the Dominican Republic 
alongside mission partner ProMect Maxana International. The group Moined Zith locals in helping demolish an 
old building to maNe room for a pastor·s home. The\ also taught V%S classes and helped deliver filters to fam-
ilies Zho had no access to safe drinNing Zater.

Scan the
code to

see more
images.
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Happily Ever After: -oin us in Zishing the ver\ best to our volunteer 
coordinator and front desN receptionist, Shae, folloZing her recent mar-
riage to George Amatore. Shae and George tied the Nnot over Memorial 
Da\ ZeeNend in a sZeet beachfront ceremon\ not far from Agape Flights 
headTuarters. George is an IT professional originall\ from NeZ England. 
In his spare time, he enMo\s volunteering at Agape Flights� 

PRAISE AND PRAYERS 

Happy Birthday, ‘Mother Zion’
Ebene]er %aptist Church on 
SZeeting·s Ca\, %ahamas, Zas 
overfloZing Zith Mo\ on the 111th 
anniversar\ of its founding. Sunda\, 
-une 11, also marNed the rededication 
of the neZl\ rebuilt church and the 
mission house, both of Zhich had 
been nearl\ destro\ed b\ Categor\ 
� Hurricane Dorian in 2019.
Agape Flights teamed up Zith 
Sarasota-based Hope Fleet, as Zell 
as several friends of our ministr\, 
to help rebuild Zhat the locals call 
´Mother =ion %aptist.µ 
PGT :indoZs and Doors provided ZindoZs, doors, and installation. 
Sunshine Electrical Services provided all the Ziring and electrical services, 
including installation, and Tri Count\ Air Conditioning donated and installed 
the air conditioning. These Zere not \our ordinar\ service calls� 

Ride with Agape 
CEO Allen Speer 
and Hope Fleet’s 

Danny Moroney on 
a fast boat to church 

on Sweeting’s Cay.
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AVOID TRANSACTION FEES AND DO-
NATE ONLINE FROM YOUR CHECK-
ING ACCOUNT
As part of our ongoing stewardship process, the Agape 
Flights team routinely seeks ways to save money on ev-
erything from jet fuel to postage stamps. This article out-
lines one way you can work with us to save on bank card 
processing fees when you donate.
It·s hard to beat the convenience of maNing an online 
pa\ment or donation Zith a credit card or debit card. 
No checN to Zrite, no envelope to address, no stamp to 
bu\. %ut that convenience isn·t free. %anNs and credit 
card companies charge a small processing fee for each 
transaction, t\picall\ around ��. Man\ of \ou Nindl\ pa\ 
those fees Zhen \ou give online. 
NoZ there·s a super-eas\ Za\ \ou can donate to Agape 
Flights online using \our checNing account and avoid 
credit card fees entirel\. It·s called an ACH transaction 
and it·s Must as eas\ as using a credit card. ACH stands 
for Automated Clearing House ² a netZorN that con-
nects banNs and businesses. Chances are \ou·re using 
the ACH s\stem alread\� Direct Deposit and online bill-
pa\ rel\ on the ACH netZorN. If \ou signed up to have 
\our mortgage or insurance pa\ment deducted from 
\our checNing account each month, that is liNel\ an ACH 
transaction. 
Using the ACH netZorN is eas\. Rather than Zriting a 
paper checN and presenting it for pa\ment, \ou use \our 
banN·s routing number and \our account number on a 
compan\·s Zebsite or \our banNing app. In the case of 
donating to the ministr\ of Agape Flights, \ou can com-
plete the entire process TuicNl\ on our secure Zebsite. 
And, Must liNe Zhen \ou maNe a credit card gift, \our data 
is encr\pted to Neep it safe. The bottom line on using 
ACH to donate online is this� Instead of t\ping in \our 
credit card number, \ou enter the routing number and 
account number from the bottom of \our checN. Other-
Zise, it looNs and feels Must liNe using a credit card. And 
it·s safe, secure, and eas\.
ThanN \ou for supporting the mission and calling of 
Agape Flights. :e·re delighted to offer this neZ option 
for online donations, but Ze Mo\full\ Zelcome \our do-
nation through Zhatever giving method maNes \ou most 
comfortable. 
To donate today, please visit AgapeFlights.com/Donate. 
If you’re enrolled in our automatic monthly giving pro-
gram and would like to change from credit card to ACH, 
just give us a call at 941-488-0990.

GIVING UPDATE
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Congratulations to 
the Class of 2023 
at Christian Light 
School in Port-au-
Price, Haiti. Christian 
Light founder 
Sherrie Fausey, 
front row, center, 
exhorted the future 
leaders to “Go and 
DO BETTER for a 
BETTER HAITI!”  

CHRISTIAN LIGHT SCHOOL: CONGRATULATIONS 2023 GRADUATES! 
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